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TAGS: PINT, NR 

SUB J : CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN NAURU 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1 . THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAURU HAS 
INFORMED US THAT BERNARD DOWIYOGO RESIGNED AS PRESIDENT 
OF NAURU ON APRIL 19, 1978. HE WAS REPLACED BY LAGUMOT 
HARRIS, WHO WILL ALSO BE MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS, WORKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES, AND 
PUBLIC SERVICE. OTHER MEMBERS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT AE: 
KENAS AROI, MINISTER FOR ISLAND DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRY, 
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY: LEO KEKE, MINISTER FOR JUSTICE; 

ROY DEGOREGORE, MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND EDUCATION; AND 
REUBEN KUN, MINISTER FOR FINANCE AND MINISTER ASSISTING 
THE PRESIDENT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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END UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: 

2. COMMENT: DFA HAS INFORMED US THAT HARRIS WAS A 
LOGICAL CHOICE TO REPLACE DOWIYOGO AS PRESIDENT. HARRIS 
WAS THE MOST PROMINENT FOUNDER OF THE NAURU PARTY AND 

HE PROBABLY WOULD HAVE BEEN NEMED PRESIDENT FOLLOWING THE 
1976 ELECTIONS IF HE HAD NOT BEEN DEFEATED. INSTEAD, 
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DOWIYOGO, A FELLOW NAURU PARTY MEMBER, WAS ELECTED 
PRESIDENT. 

3. HARRIS WAS EVENTUALLY RE-ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT ON 
NOVEMBER 1977. SINCE THAT TIME, HE HAS BEEN THE KEY 
MINISTER IN DOWIYOGO'S CABINET, IN CHARGE OF HEALTH AND 
EDUCATION AND ALSO AS MINISTER ASSISTING THE PRESIDENT. 

4. HARRIS, 39 YEARS OLD, RECEIVED A DEGREE IN ENGINEERING 
IN AUSTRALIA. ACCORDING TO DFANUHE WILL PROBABLY BE 
BETTER QUALIFIED TO LEAD NAURU THAN WAS DOWIYOGO, WHO 
HAD BECOME INCREASINGLY FRUSTRATED BY FORMER PRESIDENT 
HAMER DEROBURT'S BLOCKING ACTION IN PARLIAMENT. 

ALSTON 
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